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PREFACE.

Tuis work, the labor of nearly a score of years, is supposed to occupy a place
hitherto unappropriated in the literature of the Church. The writer, having
suggested that something of the sort was needed, was advised and encouraged
to undertake it by competent judges of his fitness, as the author of a somewhat
similar popular and extensively useful work, the "Theological Compend." It is
prepared especially for the common people, the comparatively unlearned, who
have not the means for procuring many books, or the time for consulting them.
Let this be borne in mind by those who may think that more minute explanations
of terms, phrases, customs, etc., have been given than might seem to them
desirable.

The author's chief aim has been to collect and compress in a narrow compass
the results of such critical investigations of the best commentators as are thought
to give the probable meaning of the sacred text, and to add such brief notes of
his own as he could fortify by such ample references to the unerring word of
God as are found at every point in confirmation of the notes. The author,
therefore, believing that the Bible is the only authoritative standard of religious
truth, (Isa. 8. 20,) and that no one text is in itself so plain but that it may be made
more lucid by bringing the light of other texts to shine upon it, hopes that no one
will condemn any given explanation without a candid examination of the
passages referred to. The reader will at least, in this way, be able to prove all
things, and hold fast that which is good. 1 Thess. 5. 21.

In preparing the work the annotator has himself been much profited in a large
increase of biblical knowledge, and deeply impressed with the truth expressed
by some writer, that one seldom knows whether he really does understand a
subject until he either teaches it or writes upon it.

Much valuable help has been derived from many of the best commentators
and other authors, and this general acknowledgment must supersede the
necessity of a particular reference to any of them in connection with the notes.

That the Spirit of inspiration, who has caused all the Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, may bless this humble effort to make the word of God
expound itself, and make it an instrument in promoting his glory by extending
a correct knowledge and love of sound biblical truth, is the prayer of

THE AuTHOR.



INTRODUCTION
BY REV. D. STEELE, D. D.

Having attentively read the entire manuscript and proof-sheets of the "People's
Commentary on the New Testament," it is proper for me to publish my estimate
of its character and value. Without the show of erudition, the author has
compressed into his notes the results of the best biblical scholarship, wisely
preferring truth to originality. Nor has there been any skipping of the hard
passages, but rather a manful grappling with every difficulty.

The scriptural references, with which every note is abundantly fortified, are
not copied from a reference Bible without examination, but they have been
carefully gathered from a thorough and life-long study of the word of God by a
mind gifted with an exegetical insight of the type of Bengel. This copious
citation of proof-texts will be found specially helpful in expository preaching,
and in those public Bible-readings by both the clergy and the laity which, since
the successes of Messrs. Moody and Sankey, are happily becoming common in
all Protestant lands.

The author's exegesis of several passages being somewhat peculiar, unlike that
of other expositors, may seem, at first, to be heretical; but a careful examination
of his proof-texts will, we think, convince candid readers of his orthodoxy. For
specimens of such unique expositions see John 6. 37-40; Acts 7. 45, 46; Rev. 20.
4-6.

That the Christian student may be "thoroughly furnished," not only for
understanding the sacred oracles, but also for defending them against the attacks
of the various forms of skepticism rampant in our times, it remains for us to
present—

A Synopsis ofF THE CHrisTIAN EVIDENCES.

I. The books of the New Testament are genuine; i.e., they were written by the
men whose names they bear as authors:—

1. They have always been received as genuine by friends and foes, and have
been quoted or alluded to by a succession of Christian writers from the apostolic
age to the present time. Their genuineness was never questioned by the most
acute Jewish and pagan adversaries and opposing heretical sects.



2. The language and the style of writing prove them to have been composed
at the time and by the authors to whom they are ascribed. The only country and
age in which the Greek language was intermingled with the Hebrew, Chaldee,
Syriac, and Latin, was Palestine in the first century of the Christian era. Hence
the inscription on the cross was in three tongues. See Luke 23. 38.

3. The impossibility of successful literary forgeries for the establishment of
a new religion among watchful enemies well qualified to detect them, as were
the Jews in the interest of Mosaism, and the Gentiles in that of paganism.

I1. These books have been handed down to us uncorrupted and entire, except
slight clerical errors. The impossibility of making any essential alteration in the
reading of these books is seen,—

1. In the multiplication of copies, both of the original and of translations, in
a variety of languages, and in their early and wide diffusion in Europe, Asia, and
Africa.

2. In the reverence of the Christians for these sacred writings, which kept
them from tampering with them, as it deterred the Jews from interpolating or
erasing a word of the Hebrew Scriptures.

3. In the variety of hostile sects and heresies all appealing to the New
Testament, all jealous of one another, and all watching against any perversion
of the acknowledged standard of truth.

4. The silence of enemies, who never accused Christians of corrupting their
sacred books, is a strong proof that no corruption was ever made or attempted.

5. The general agreement of quotations by the early fathers of the many MSS.
and ancient versions with the New Testament in our hands to-day, demonstrates
its genuineness. The worst MS. extant would not destroy one article of faith or
one moral precept.

II1. These books are authentic; i.e., relate real facts.

1. The writers had the best means of information, Matthew, Peter, and John
being eye-witnesses of the miracles and ear-witnesses of the discourses. The
other writers were companions of the apostles.

2. The writers were plain, artless, unlearned, and incapable of so refined and
complicated a scheme of fraud as the invention of Christianity. The four
evangelists could no more construct the life, character, and parables, and other
utterances of Jesus Christ, out of their own imaginations, than four stone masons



can construct the milky way. They could not have convinced their countrymen
that a man publicly crucified and buried had risen from the dead, that there had
been darkness at midday for three hours, an earthquake, and the rending of the
temple vail, if these events had not taken place.

3. They had no motive to impel them into a course of falsehood: neither the
hope of riches, nor honor, nor power. If they were cheats, they were cheats not
only without any motive, but contrary to every motive which usually sways men,
for they preached a religion which consigns all liars to the lake of eternal fire,
and for their present reward they received persecution, the spoiling of their
goods, and the headsman's ax.

4. They relate particulars of times, places, and persons which touch profane
history and ancient geography at so many points that falsehood would be easily
detected. Instead of this, the more thorough the investigation into Christian
antiquities, and the more minute the explorations in the land where the New
Testament was written, the more its historical statements are confirmed.

5. The commemorative ordinances, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and the
monumental institutions, the Lord's Day and the Christian Church, all of which
have existed from the time of Christ's personal presence on earth, demonstrate
the truth of the facts of the gospel history. For we cannot account for these rites
and institutions unless the events did really take place.

6. Profane historians allude to some of the principal facts of the gospels.
Tacitus, a Roman historian, speaks of Christus, the founder of the Christians, as
punished with death by Pontius Pilate.

IV. These books are divinely inspired.

1. Jesus Christ promised such inspiration to the apostles and primitive
disciples, (see John 14. 26,) and the writers assert that they wrote under such an
influence of the Holy Spirit that they communicated truth only. 1 Cor. 7. 40; 1
Thess. 4. 6-8; 2 Pet. 3. 2; and 15. 16, (where Peter classes Paul's epistles with the
Old Testament Scriptures, compare 2 Tim. 3. 16,) 2 Pet. 1. 20, 21.

2. The subject-matter, such as the incarnation of the Son of God, his atoning
work, and the offices of the Comforter—these facts, and many others of a like
nature, God only could comprehend or disclose. Such mysteries confirm rather
than invalidate the claim of inspiration.

3. The doctrines and moral precepts of the New Testament are so exalted,
pure, and benevolent, that God alone could originate and reveal them to men.



Some of these are exceedingly distasteful to human nature, such as justification
not by our own works but by faith in the merits of another, which is offensive
to pride; and the command to love our enemies, which is so repugnant to the
natural heart that it could not have had an earthly origin. How came obscure and
unlettered Galilean fishermen—so vastly inferior to the Greeks and Romans in
science, philosophy, and the fine arts—to be possessed of a moral code so
superior, and of ideas of a Supreme Being so much more spiritual and exalted,
unless they were inspired?

4. The harmony of the New Testament proves that its writers were moved by
the Spirit of God. Religion is a topic on which the opinions of men are most in
conflict; yet the writers of these books exactly agree on the attributes, works, and
will of God; the nature, condition, and duty of man; sin and salvation; this world
and the next. Every-where the same facts are supposed, related, and applied, the
same doctrines of salvation through Christ are exhibited, the same rules of
holiness are enjoined, the same motives to duty are presented, the same promises
and the same threatenings—yet all with an infinite variety in the forms of
expression.

5. The preservation of the New Testament from being lost or corrupted is a
confirmation of its divine authority as an infallible standard of religious truth.
While the histories of empires and whole libraries of philosophy and literature
have perished forever in the lapse of ages, though no foe plotted their
destruction, yet this little volume, hated and hunted by Satan and his followers
through all the ages, comes down to us whole and pure. Diocletian, the Roman
emperor, slew multitudes of Christians, and then on pain of death commanded
the survivors to deliver up their Bibles in order to exterminate the sacred volume
from the earth. Cities fall, kingdoms come to nothing, empires fade away as the
smoke. Surely here is a very singular Providence—the fact that no tyrant has
been able to consume, no tradition to corrupt, no heretic maliciously to
interpolate the Bible, and that it should remain to this day, amid the wreck of all
that is human, without the alteration of a doctrine or a precept. This strongly
corroborates its Divine origin.



ADDITIONAL INTRODUCTION.
BY THE AUTHOR.

Txe translations of the Scriptures into the different languages, both ancient and
modern, are very numerous. That most interesting to us is the present English
version, which was finished A.D. 1611, and is, upon the whole, considered the
most accurate and faithful of any in the world. Yet while it is essentially the
same divine word as that given to the primitive Church, it is in some points
defective, and greatly needs revision. In some cases the expressions of our
English version are obsolete in the sense in which the translators used them: in
other cases a wrong meaning is given to the words and expressions of the
original: while in other cases the peculiar idiom has been overlooked, so that the
full force of the original is not expressed. In some cases the same word in the
original is rendered by different words in the English; and, on the other hand,
different words in the original are often rendered by the same word in the
English; and owing to this want of uniformity of translation several apparent
discrepancies are found, which are urged by skeptics against the Scriptures.

It is to be further observed that the words printed in the English version in
italics are not generally in the original. They are often necessary to express the
sense, and do it happily, but they sometimes add a sense which is not in the
sacred text. The order of the several books of Scripture, and the titles and
subscriptions of those of the New Testament, are not of divine origin; nor is any
importance to be attached to the division into chapters and verses, since these
divisions are often imperfect, and tend to break the sense and obscure the
meaning. The inspired word invites investigation, and teaches men to bring all
doctrines and practices proposed to them to the test of scriptural truth, (Isa. 8.
20; 34. 16,) and the New Testament especially enjoins the exercise of private
judgment, in a teachable spirit, as essential to the exercise and progress of true
religion. Note, Matt. 22. 29; Lk. 16. 29, 31; John 5. 39, 45-47; 7. 16, 17; Acts
17.11,12; 1 Thess. 5. 20, 21; 2 Tim. 3. 14-17; Heb. 5. 12-14; Jam. 1. 21-25; 1
Pet. 1. 11; 2 Pet. 1. 19-21; 1 Jn. 4. 1-3.



GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS.

Tue word Gospel i1s compounded of the two Saxon words god, good, and spell,
news. It means good news or glad tidings, especially that concerning Christ and
his salvation, as sent from God to men. Luke 2. 10, 11, 14. This Gospel was at
first oral or unwritten, as preached by Christ and his apostles. Matt. 4. 17, 23; 9.
35; Mark 1. 14, 15; 16. 15, 20; note Lk. 1. 1-4. The word also denotes the
inspired written historical narratives of the life and ministry of Christ. Of these
we have four: two written by apostles, Matthew and John; and two, Mark and
Luke, by companions of the apostles Peter and Paul. See Introduction to those
Gospels. Hence the testimony is fourfold, not properly four Gospels, but Tue one
GospeL by Matthew, by Mark, by Luke, and by John. Between the first three of
these there is a remarkable agreement in the general plan, style, and manner of
execution; each containing many sections common either to two of them or to
all three, showing the writers made use of common sources of information. At
the same time each of them has striking differences, consisting partly in the
omission of what the others have given, partly in the insertion of matter peculiar
to himself; so as to make it plain that all three wrote in a free and independent
spirit, each recording the incidents best adapted to the end he had in view, the
general end of all the writers, as guided by the Holy Spirit, being that stated in
John 16. 13-15; 20. 31. The Gospel by John is peculiar in its style, and has
comparatively little matter common to the other three. See Introduction to John's
Gospel. The grand characteristic of their fourfold testimony is unity in diversity;
their differing statements being, in themselves, proof that the writers were not
mere copyists. Because some things are omitted by one, does not prove that
another is false who has stated them; nor does it prove a contradiction because
one relates facts in a different order from another, as the object of each was to
give the facts, rather than the precise order in which they occurred; and the
apparent discrepancies always relate to circumstantial matters, while the great
facts and doctrines given by each are essentially the same. See "Historical
Synopsis of the Gospels." It does not appear that these gospel writers attached
to their works either their own names or the titles apostle and saint, however
deserving of it they may have been. Comp. 1 Cor. 15. 9.



HISTORICAL SYNOPSIS OF THE GOSPELS.
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HISTORICAL SYNOPSIS OF THE GOSPELS.
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THE ORDER OF TIME

IN WHICH THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE
BEEN WRITTEN:

PIFFERING SLIGHTLY FROM THE DATES OF THIS COMMENTARY.

MATTHEW. coevenns Ceeieee .A.D. 38
1. THESSALONIANS. cevevennnnns .. b4
JI. THESSALONIANS. v vvvennoenns 54

GALATIANS......
1. CORINTHIANS. ,

II. CORINTHIANS.. « s eovenrannnnn

ROMANS «cvvvecvacncnnsanenns

I PETER...ccovveunnnnn Cevee e 60 | II. TIMOTHY.. .0 ve.n.. PN 66
JOHN. eoreeanansinn P 11}
I. JoBN........ PP esenans 90
Il JOHN. . oveteiennsnoronancnss 90
JIL JOHN..evvvevrevnne [ 90
REVELATION.. .. ... S eresaaeanna 96

PHILIPPIANS.. ... eesasanne veees 64



A CONCISE CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

M. B.0,
The creation of the world...... ... 4004

1056 Birth of Noah............. 2948
1656 The deluge.... 2348
2008 Birth of Abraha 1996
2083 Call of Abraham............. 1921
2107 Cities of the plnin de: troy ed.. 1897
2108 Birth of Isaac.. 1896

2168 Birth of Jacob.. 1
2298 Jacob and his famlly go into Egvpt
2433 Birth of Moses.....cevvnnnnnn
2513 The Exodus.......
2514 The giving of the law........
2558 Entrance of Israel into Cauaan
2561 Death of Joshua,..........
2009 Appointment of Saul as km
2949 Accession of David as king ofJ udah
2956 David king over all Israel... .

2090 Accession of Solomon..
8001 Dedication of the temple .

The dates above given are according to t,he com-
putation of Abp. Usher. The following are ac-
cording to Winer, differing slightly from the
dates in this Commentary.

Accession of Rehoboam } ____ o5
........ 957
955
954
. 953
ceee 930
Omri Tsbat } s 928
........... cevssees, 918
J ehoshuphat ..... . 914
Ahaziah of Israel.,. 897
Joram of Israel.... 896
Joram of Judah.. . 839
Al;‘aziah of Judah..... cese. 885
ehu
A fhaliah } ............... 834
Joash of Judah.. 878
Jehoahaz of Israel 856
Joash of Isracl... 840
Amaziah...... 833
Jeroboam II.. 825
Uzziah ..... 809
. Zachariah .. 72
Shallum ool
Menahem ¢
Pekahiah,.......coooinnite 760
Pekah
. Jotham }
Ahaz ........
Hoshea
Hezekiah .

Samaria taken, and the kingdom of Is-
rael ended
Accession of Manasseh.

Amoun .. 641
Josiah............ . 639
Jehoahaz of Judah 609
Jeliciakim

Jehoiachin
Zedekiah § °°

B.0
Jerusalem taken, and Judah carried cap-
tive to Babylon........ 583
Return of the Jews under Zﬂrubbnbel, e
cording to the decree of Cyrus. 536
The second temple begun,.., . .. 534
Death of Cyrus......cocveivvennnnnnnnn 529

Accession of Darlus Hystaspis to the
throne of Persia............occuuu.e
The temple finished and dedicated.
Accession of Xerxes........ ...t
Artaxerxes Longimanus

Ezra proceeds to Jerusalem........
Nohemish appointed governor
Death of Darius Codomannns, the last
king of Persia, and end of the Persmu
monarch
Death of Alexander the Great. .
Antiochus Epiphanes obtains ‘the
Of Byria...vievnniiins iiiiniinninans
The statue of Jupiter Olympus set up in

..................

the temple at Jernsalem. ............. 167
The temple cleansed by Judas Maccabeus 164
Jonathan succeeds his brother Judas Mac-

CADOUS. et ittt s 161
Simon succeeds Jonathan.......... .. 143

and establishes Jewish freedom... 142
John Hyrcanus succeeds ....... ....... 135
Aristobulus 1., first of the Asmonean fam-

ily who had the title of king.......... 107
Alexander Jannsus. cers 105
Alexandra. . 79
Hyrecanus II.. 70
Aristobulus IL.. 69
Hyrcanus restored. .. 63
Antigonus.......o..oiiiiiiiiil
Hemd, called the Great, declared king 40

of Judea by the Roman senate,.....
Herod begins to rebuild the temple at Je-

TUSMEM L.t ieeieiniiiiarinieenns 21
Birth of JEsUS CHRIST. .

Death of Hervd.ovvvveevviinniinnin.n..
Archelaus dethroned ........ {_ A P
Insurrection of Judas of Galilee { ===+
Death of Augustus Cesar.......... 14
Pontius Pilate procurator of Judea.

The crucifixion...o.ovevieniiiiiiiins (9) 31

The dates of the birth and death of our Lord
are variously given by different chronologers.

Pontius Pilate deprived of his government 36
Death of Tiberjus: Caligula becomes em-

POIOT .« et teerennraeeenasessasonacans .37
Conversion of S'ml or Paul.. 88
Herod Antipas banished to Gaul.. 39
Claudius emperor 41
Death of Herod Agrippa I.............. 44
Council of apostles and elders in Jerusa-

fem ..o, sessassonns 51
Felix procurator of Judea.......... 52

Death of Claudius; Nero emperor.
Felix removed ; Festus procurator

Vespasian emperor......ceeuee.veeeasan
Jerusalem taken by Titus...............
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THE
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

mrropuction—Matthew, also called Levi, was by birth a Galilean, by religion a
Jew, and by occupation a publican or tax gatherer for the Roman government,
in which business he was engaged at Capernaum when called of Jesus to follow
him. Note, ch. 9. 9, &c.; Lk. 5. 27. Of his personal history nothing further is
recorded in Scripture, except his call to the apostleship as one of the twelve, and
his presence at the pentecost. Note, ch. 10. 1-8; Lk. 6. 12-16; Acts 1. 3-13. It is
believed by many that this Gospel was written by Matthew first in Hebrew and
afterward in Greek; but its precise date is uncertain, yet probably about A.D. 62.
In this gospel the history of Jesus is presented as forming part of the history of
the Jewish nation, he being set forth as the new-born king of the Jews, and their
promised Messiah. Note, ch. 2. 1-16. The genealogy at the beginning connects
the New Testament most intimately with the Old, showing that Jesus is the great
antitype of Old Testament history, in which all things have been fulfilled. Note,
ch. 1.22,23;2. 15,17, 23. Comp. Lk. 24. 25-27, 44-46.

[N.B.—The "A.D." in the book, at the top of the page, indicates the year of
Christ, and not the period called Annvo Dommi. That period—or the common
Christian era, which was introduced by Dionysius (as is supposed) about A.D.
530—is computed to have been set four years too late. Confusion has often
arisen from not distinctly noting this.]

CHAPTER L.

1. The book of the generation—The Greek word
here rendered book is applied to any writing, and
originally signified a writing material called papyrus,
from which is derived our word paper. Note, 2 Tim. 4.
13; 3 John 13. The ancient hook was rather a roll
or scroll. Ezra 6. 1, 2; Isaiah 8. 1; 34. 4; Jer. 36. 2,
4, 32; Ezek. 2. 9. The scroll was attached, as
shown in the cut, to two rollers, one at each end
of the scroll, so that the reader could unroll one
end as fast as he read, and at the same time roll up
the other. When the roll was not in use it was




carefully deposited in a case. The cut shows the end of the roll in its place; and
also the inkstand or bottle, with the cover thrown off, and the reed pen or style.

The word generation is here used in the sense of genealogy, so that the whole
phrase answers to the modern phrase genealogical table, as in Gen. 5. 1.
Properly, then, this is the title of the genealogy which follows. Vs. 2-17. It is
probably a true copy of the private genealogy of the family of Joseph. Note ver.
16. That it accords with the national records, as carefully kept and accredited by
the Jews, appears in the fact that the Jews of that day, though enemies of Jesus,
are not known to have questioned its correctness. The genealogy of Jesus
through the line of Mary is given by Luke. Note, Lk. 3. 23, &c. Jesus
Christ—On the name Jesus, see note, ver. 21. The word Christ is not primarily
a proper name, but an official title. It is the Gr. form of the Heb. word Messiah,
John 1. 41; 4. 25; both meaning the Anointed One, set apart of God to the office
of Redeemer and Saviour of men by being specially endued with the Holy Spirit.
Psa. 2. 2; 45. 7; Isaiah 61. 1; note, Lk. 4. 18; Acts 4. 27; 10. 38; Heb. 1. 9. Son
of—The word son is here used, as often elsewhere in Scripture, to denote /ineal
descendant, however remote. Comp. ver. 20; Lk. 1. 5; 3. 23, &c.; 19. 9. Son of
David—David was the divinely appointed king of the Jews, 1 Sam. 16. 1-13,
and as such was a remarkable type of Messiah, his chosen lineal descendant and
spiritual successor. Psa. 132. 11; Jer. 23. 5; note, Luke 1. 32; Acts 2. 30; 13. 22,
23. Hence predicted under the very name of David. Jer. 30. 9; Ezek. 34. 23, 24;
37. 24, 25; Hos. 3. 5. This designation of the Messiah was familiar among the
Jews of his time. Ch. 9. 27; 12. 23; 15. 22; 20. 30; 21. 9; note, ch. 22. 42-46. It
is equivalent to the title the Son of God, Mk. 1. 1; note, ch. 16. 16. Son of
Abraham—Abraham was the chosen founder of the Jewish nation, and as the
ancestor of Christ, the father of all believers, in whom all nations are blessed.
Genesis 12. 1-3; 22. 15-18; note, Rom. 4. 1-18; Gal. 3. 16-18, 29. This foretold
relation of Jesus to David and Abraham was by both of them received with faith
and joy. Ch. 22. 43, 44; John 8. 56.

2-16. Begat Isaac...Jacob...Judas—The form of expression here is that of the
Jewish genealogies. Gen. 4. 18; 5. 3, 9-32. What is here affirmed is, that
Abraham was the progenitor of Isaac, Isaac of Jacob, and so on to the end of the
pedigree. Ver. 16. The proof passages are, of Isaac, Gen. 21. 2, 3; of Jacob, Gen.
25. 26; of Judas, or Judah, Gen. 29. 35; 49. 10; note, ch. 2. 6; Heb. 7. 14; of
Phares and Zara, or Pharez and Zarah, Gen. 38. 29, 30; of Thamar, or by
Tamar, Gen. 38. 6, 24; of Esrom, or Hezron, 1 Chron. 2. 5; of Aram, or Ram,
Ruth 4. 19; of Aminadab, Naasson, Salmon, Ruth 4. 19, 20; of Booz, or Boaz;
of Obed, Jesse, Ruth 4. 21, 22; of Rachab, or by Rahab, Josh. 2. 1, &c.; 6. 17,



&c.; of Ruth, or by Ruth, Ruth 4. 10; of David the king, Ruth 4. 22; note, ver. 1,
called the king by way of eminence, 1 Sam. 16. 1, 13; 1 Kings 15. 3-5; note,
Acts 13. 22, 23; of Solomon, 2 Sam. 12. 24; of her, &c., i.e., by Bathsheba, the
wife of Uriah, the history of which is found 2 Sam. 11. 12; of Roboam, or
Rehoboam, 1 Kings 11. 43; of Abia, or Abijam; Asa, 1 Kings 14. 31; 15. 8, &c.;
of Josaphat, or Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. 17. 1, 2; of Joram, or Jehoram, 2 Kings
8. 16; of Ozias, or Uzziah, 2 Kings 15. 13; of Joatham, Achaz, Ezekias, or
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, 2 Kings 15. 7, 38; 16. 20; of Manasses, or Manasseh,
Amon, 2 Kings 20. 21; 21. 18; of Josias, Jechonias, or Josiah, Jehoiakim, 2
Kings 23. 34, 36. Carried away to Babylon—Note, ver. 17; of Salathiel,
Zorobabel, or Zerubbabel, 1 Chron. 3, 17, 19; of Abiud, &c. As some of the
names in vs. 13-15 cannot with certainty be traced in the O.T., most likely they
were taken by Matthew from other well-known accredited Jewish documents,
as probably were several of the names given in the list. Luke 3. 23, &c. Joseph,
the husband of Mary—Note, vs. 18-20.

17. So all the generations—The foregoing table is here summed up by a
division into three parts, in order to make prominent the three great eras in the
history of Israel. This was a customary formula appended to the Jewish
genealogies, and Matthew here probably gives it as a part of the original
document which he is quoting. From Abraham to David, including David, there
are just fourteen generations. To make out the second list, David's name is
probably repeated, so as to be both the /ast of the first fourteen, and the first of
the second fourteen. This accords with the Jewish usage. In recording the reigns
of their kings, one and the same year is often reckoned both as the last year of
one king and as the first year of his successor. The carrying away into Babylon
refers to the migration of the captive Jews under Nebuchadnezzar, which
captivity began about 600 B.C., and continued 70 years, as God had decreed and
foretold. 2 Kings 24. 3, 4, 10-16; Jer. 25. 1-14; 29. 1-10; Dan. 1. 1, 2; 9. 2.
Babylon was the great capital of ancient Chaldea, situated on the banks of the
river Euphrates, and on the site of the famous tower of Babel. Comp. Gen. 10.
8-10; 11. 1-9; Micah 5. 6. Its walls are described as 60 miles in circumference,
300 ft. high, and 75 ft. wide. On each of its four sides were twenty-five brazen
gates, from each of which streets directly crossed to the opposite gates. It was
noted for its extensive hanging gardens, its enormous royal palace, and its
temple of Belus, devoted to the impure worship of the god Bel and other idols.
But more especially did it excel in wealth and fame, and consequent pride,
corruptness, and final ruin, as described by the prophets. Isa. 13. 1, 2, 19-22; 14.
4, 12-16; 47. 1-10; Jer. 51. 12, 13, 24-29, 44-58; Daniel 4. 28-33. Its name is



used symbolically, Rev. 14. 8; 16. 19; 17.5; 18. 2, &c. A Christian Church
existed in Babylon, 1 Pet. 5. 13.

18. The birth of Jesus—Referring back to ver. 16. On this wise—Rather, in
this manner, as distinguished from the natural way of birth in the preceding
pedigree. Note, vs. 20, 23. When as his mother, &c.—Rather, whereas his
mother was espoused; i.e., engaged in marriage to Joseph, an act as sacred as the
marriage vow itself. Exod. 21. 8, &